gcviscayc 


EXCERPTS WILL BE FURNISHED AS FOLLOWS : 

From the Swedish, Danish, Nor -. From the Italian and Spanish: 
wegian and Finnish: ' William C. Krauss, M.D., Buf- 

Frederick Peterson, M.D., falo, N. Y. 

New York. From the Italian and French : 

From the German: * E. P. Hurd, M.D., Newbury port, 

William M. Leszynsky, M.D., ! Mass. 

New York. From the German, Italian, French 

Belle Macdonald, M.D., N. Y. j and Russian : 

From the French: Albert Pick, M.D., Boston, 

L. Fiske Bryson, M.D., N. Y. Mass. 

G. M. Hammond, M.D., N. Y. From the English and American: 
From the French, German and A. Freeman, M.D., New York. 

Italian : From the French and German : 

John W. Brannan, M.D., N. Y. W. F. Robinson, M.D., Albany. 


The Editor will not accept as Original Articles and Clinical 
Cases those that have appeared elsewhere. 

Authors are requested to make none but typographical corrections 
on the proof sent to them. The manuscript must represent the final 
form in which the article is to be printed. 


PATHOLOGICAL. 

Insanity Among Convicts .—In a paper read by 
Dr. M. V. Ball before the Neurological Section of the 
American Medical Association, on the above subject, 
the clinical history of some twenty cases was given. 
The author dwelt on the fact that since the lowest, most 
degraded and half-witted criminals were the ones usually 
caught, while the more shrewd and better class evade 
detection and arrest, a prison population will have more 
than its due proportion of cranks and fools, but not more 
than among an equal number of persons taken from a 
similar strata of society not criminal. 

Crime is not a definite thing ; much that now is con¬ 
sidered upright was once thought criminal, and much 
that the law allows is ethically just as criminal as much 
that the law condemns. 
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Therefore, until we can speak of an honest type of 
non-criminal, we can not justly speak of a criminal 
type. 

The insanity found in prisons may be that or the 
ordinary kind—manias, dementias, etc.'—which may arise 
during confinement, or were first discovered on entrance. 
A peculiar form often occurs among prisoners which 
some have designated as a special type. The delusions 
of persecution are most prominent in it. 

It usually develops in one known as cranky by his 
friends or keeper. 

The prisoner sends for the doctor or overseer and 
asks them not to put any more poison in his food. The 
persons next door are turning electrical machines on 
him. Hallucinations of hearing occur. Detectives are 
endeavoring to make him confess ; his letters are being 
retained. The men on the outside are calling him 
obscene names. He usually eats his food and often keeps 
on with his work. His habits remain tidy. He seldom 
speaks much unless closely questioned. 

Sometimes religious ideas are mixed in with this 
“ Verfolgungs Wahn.” 

In a few weeks the convict returns to his normal 
state ; he no longer speaks of the hallucinations or delu¬ 
sions. 

Sixty per cent, of the insanities occurred in those con¬ 
victed of crimes against person, while in the total prison 
population only thirty per cent, are sentenced for such 
crimes. 

But usually the crimes have no apparent connection 
with the delusions. In a drunken quarrel a man is in¬ 
jured, or, while drunk, a rape is committed, etc. 

These men are usually tricky, and when once favored 
by special diet or exercise, will endeavor to simulate a 
second time to obtain like favors. 

It is very difficult even in prisons to detect simula¬ 
tion. How much more so when life and liberty is in¬ 
volved. 

The insane are not devoid of reason, and are morally 
responsible for many of the crimes they commit. 

Therefore, the moral responsibility test is fallacious. 

A man’s idea of right and wrong is derived from his 
education and environment. Nor have we any absolute 
test of what is right conduct. 

Eliminate from the penal code the idea of vengeance 



PERISCOPE. 785 

and punishment, and it no longer becomes necessary to 
know whether a man is morally responsible or not. 

It is only necessary, then, to know if the person is 
dangerous to society. We deprive a cholera patient of his 
liberty, not to punish him, but to protect the community, 
and so we must treat criminals whether sane or insane. 

We must cure them, if we can ; if not, we must detain 
them for life in some way profitable to society and them¬ 
selves. 

This is the only basis for a just penal system, for that 
man is surely less responsible, who is brought up in 
ignorance and vice, than the one raised in luxury and 
well schooled; and yet our law recognizes no such dis¬ 
tinction. 

And when punishment is meted out, the bank presi¬ 
dent suffers probably more in one day than the foolish 
thief in six years; and the family of one feels the dis¬ 
grace, and therefore is likewise and unjustly punished, 
while the other may not have any sensitive relatives. 
Justice can not be blind, and yet it is so represented. 

All modern penologists urge the social utility test to 
take the place of the moral responsibility, a relic of theo¬ 
logical days. 

Hereditary Degenerative Stigmata. —Magnan 
(Arch.de Neurologie, May, 1892). 

After a very painstaking and thorough consideration 
of the physical and psychical stigmata of degeneration, 
Dr. Magnan says in resume: In certain subjects, in 
whom the intelligence is perfect, the moral state is de- 
fectious, while in others the moral state is perfect; but 
certain intellectual aptitudes, certain faculties are en¬ 
tirely faulty. In a third group may be placed individuals 
who, under ordinary circumstances, are well balanced, 
intellectually and morally, but who, under slight depress¬ 
ing or fatiguing influences, show loss of mental equilib¬ 
rium and intellectual and moral defections. 

The author cites a peculiar case of sexual perversion 
which illustrates the idea of degenerative heredity : A 
young man, twenty-one years old, who was observed one 
day, while sitting, to take from his pocket a scissors, and 
with them cut a large piece of skin from the left arm. 
When pressed for an explanation of this untoward pro¬ 
cedure, he said that he had spent many pleasant hours 
in pursuit of a young girl who had beautiful white skin, 
and when he saw her he was filled with a desire to kill 



